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E. A. Rostovtsev

THE POLES IN THE ACADEMIC CORPORATION
OF ST. PETERSBURG IMPERIAL UNIVERSITY
(THE 19™ — THE BEGINNING OF THE 20™ CENTURY)®

The topic «The Poles in St. Petersburg University» has its own historiographical tradition. A num-
ber of scholars writing about the history of Polonia in St. Petersburg as well as about St. Petersburg
University have touched upon it to a certain extent: Yu. D. Margolis, T. N. Zhukovskaya,
V. A. Dyakov, L. Bazyulev, F. Novinsky, J. Tazbir, R. Piotrovsky, V. V. Mihaylenko, L. Piskorsky,
T. M. Smirnova and many others'.

" The authoracknowledge Saint-PetersburgState University for a research grant 5.38.98.2012
(«St. Petersburg University in the history of Russia 19""-20™ centuries: science and politics, the
intellectual elite and the authorities»). I express my deep acknowledgement to the members of
the research project D. A. Barinov, I. V. Sidorchuck, D. A. Sosnitsky for the assistance. This
article is based on the report at the conference «Polish Petersburg — History and Memory»
(St. Petersburg, April 2013, Russian State Historical Archive).

! See, for example: Mapeonuc FO. J]. Ctynenrsi-nioisiku [TerepOyprekoro yausepcurera 40—60-x oo
XIX B. // TTonbckue npodheccopa u CTyIeHTH B yHUBepeuTeTax Poccuu B koHie XIX — Hauane XX Beka.
Bapmaga, 1995. C. 132-145; JKykosckas T. H. Ctynentsi-nionsku B [lerepOyprckoM yHUBEPCHTETE
B 1830-x — Hauane 1860-x rr. / «DUHHO-YIPBI — CIaBSIHE — TIOPKU: OINBIT B3aUMOJEUCTBUS (Tpa-
nuid ¥ HoBaluu)»: COopHHK MarepuaioB Bcepoccuiickoit HayuHOH koH(epeHIuu. VxeBek,
2009. C. 192-199; fvaxos B. A. llonbckue crynenueckue opranuzanuu 30—60-x ronoB XIX Beka B
poccuiickux yHuepcuretax // [Tonbckue npodeccopa u cryaentsl... C. 20-28; Bazylow L. Polacy
w Petersburgu. Warsaw; Wroctaw; Kracow, 1984; Faswines JI. Tlonsku B TlerepOypre. CII6., 2003;
Nowinski F. Polacy na Uniwersytecie Petersburskim w latach 1832—1884. Wroctaw, 1986; Tuzoup A.
Kapseps! B IletepOypre // Hosast ITonbia. 2004. Ne 2 (URL: http:/www.novpol.ru/index.php?id=190
(mara mocemenuss — 02.05.2013)); ITuompoeckuti P. Tlonsku B [lerepOypre: CTpaHHIbI HCTOPHH.
CII6., 2004. (Cepusi «Ilononuka Ilerpomnonuranay. Bein. 2); Muxaiinenko B. B. «B 6ubnuorexe
Gosibllle BCEro MOJSKOB...» // MHoronauuonanbsHblii Mup IlerepOyprckoro ynusepcurera. CIIO.,
2010. C. 114-134; Huckopckuii JI. Tlonsku B IletepOypre. YHUBEpCUTET // APXUB My3es UCTOPHH
CIIorY. @. NY. JI. 611. JI. 1-14; Cumupnosa T. M. Tlonbckue obmecta B Cankr-ITerepOypre. Koner
XIX — naugano XX Beka. CII06., 2013.
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It is also necessary to take into account a wider historiographical context connected with the
study of the activity of the Poles in the Russian higher education institutions?. A range of signifi-
cant problems concerning the history of the Polish student community and their participation in
the social and revolutionary movements have already been set up; the topics related to the biogra-
phies of some outstanding University graduates of Polish origin have been considered. However,
there are still a lot of issues left to be addressed. The purpose of this article is to formulate the
principles for the future «collective biography» of the Poles in the academic corporation (lectur-
ers) of St. Petersburg University from 1819 to 1917 (including the development of the selection
criteria and methodology). Therefore, of special interest in the article are such aspects as the
number of the Poles in the academic corporation, the problem of the Polish identity and the crite-
ria of its assessment, the problem of the distribution of the Polish scholars across the University
departments and fields of knowledge; types of academic and life strategies of Polish lecturers.

THE PROBLEM OF IDENTITY: A POLISH SCHOLAR OR A SCHOLAR OF POLISH ORIGIN?

At present there have been identified about 800 scholars working in 1819-1917 in St. Petersburg
University as lecturers, some of whom taught at the same time or in different periods at two
departments (given the institutional reforms in 1835 and 1849). The research has revealed that
there were 183 lecturers at the Faculty of Law, 239 lecturers — at the Faculty of Physics and
Mathematics, 115 — at the Faculty of Oriental studies, 253 lecturers — at the Faculty of History
and Philology.

According to our estimation, about 5 % out of the total number of lecturers most probably were
of Polish origin (the Faculty of History and Philology 7—10; the Faculty of Oriental studies 5—6; the
Faculty of Physics and Mathematics 10—12; the Faculty of Law 15—17). Thus, the Poles comprised
the second largest national group in the academic corporation of St. Petersburg University after
the scholars of German origin (no less than 10 % out of the total number of the faculty members).

The approximation of the estimation concerning the number of the representatives of a
certain national community in the academic corporation lies not so much in the source-related
difficulty, but in the complexity of the national identity, which is the key and most debatable
issue in such studies. Not only may the criteria of attribution to an ethnic group be different
(family origin, self-identification, identification by the contemporaries, identification within the
historiographical and cultural tradition, language, religion, social circle etc.), but, as far as a
certain criterion (or a group of criteria) is concerned, a person’s identity throughout the life can
change. Finally, a number of people can retain at the same time double identity (for instance,
Polish-Russian). Taking it into consideration, a better approach may be to reject the rigid criteria
of attribution to the Polish nation and to acknowledge that all the people who may have been
considered Polish on the basis of one or more of the above-mentioned criteria will be the subject
of our study. This approach will enable us to consider such people about whom the information is
not sufficient at this stage of the research.

2 See the latest publications: IToasckue mpodeccopa U CTYASHTHI B YHHBepcuTeTax Poccru B KOHIIE
XIX —nagame XX Beka. Bapmasa, 1995; [omsiku B Poccun: X VII-XX BB. MaTepuaisl MeXIyHAPOTHON
HayyHOU KoH(epeHuuu. Kpacnomap, 2003; Ilapughocanos M. H. Tlonbckue mnpodeccopa u
npenoxaasaresnu B imneparopckom Kazanckom yausepcurere. Kazans, 2002; [amunosa A. B. Hay4nbie
JMHACTHHM TOJIbCKUX MpodeccopoB U npenogasareneil B KazanckoM ynusepcurere. ABToped. uc. ...
KaH/1. UCT. HayK. Kazanb, 2012; Sliwowska, W. Zestancy polscy w Imperium Rosyjskim w pierwszej
potowie XIX wieku. Warszawa, 1998; Kijas A. Polacy w Rosji od XVII wieku do 1917 roku: Slownik
biograficzny. Warszawa; Poznan, 2000.
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It must be said that both assimilation and national self-identification in the case of each
person was very individual. Thus, it is possible only to allege that Polish graduates in Russia
had certain career and life strategies (patterns). As the events of 1917 were the turning point
which challenged the issue of their national identity, this article will mainly focus on the group of
scholars who had survived it.

THE STRATEGY OF THE OPPOSITION

The first career and life strategy can be classified as the Polish opposition. For example,
Baltazar Fomich Kalinovsky (1827-1884), who was elected Adjunct-Professor at the department
of national services and finances of the Law faculty in 1861, could be attributed to it. He
was renowned for his active participation in the Polish revolutionary movement headed by
I. Ogryuzko and S. Serakovsky. After his trip abroad in 1862, during which he met A. 1. Herzen,
he was dismissed from the University and exiled to Astrakhan, then — to Kazan and finally — to
a remote place in the Altai mountains, Biysk. Kalinovsky continued his antigovernment activity
in Byisk where his house became a meeting place for the exiled Poles. At the end of the 1860s
he settled in Tula where he worked as a secretary of the statistic committee of the province. In
1873 he returned to St. Petersburg and began working as a defense lawyer and an assistant to his
famous compatriot V. D. Spasovich. From 1878 he worked as an attorney.

Another famous Polish frondeur, a world-renowned scholar Jvan (Ignacy Niecistaw)
Baudouin de Courtenay, was a privatdozent in 1870—1872, and Professor in 1900-1914 and
1917-1918 at the department of comparative philology and Sanskrit at the Faculty of History and
Philology. Besides establishing his own philological school and achieving international fame,
Courtenay came into the history of University as one of the few professors (obviously, in the
period before 1917) who not only was politically persecuted but also imprisoned for his «separat-
ist» article «National and territorial characteristic of autonomy». In this work he raised a range
of issues vital for a Russian-Polish liberal. In particular, he addressed such important problems
as a possibility of national and cultural self-identification within two and more nationalities and
of autonomy and federalization in Russia as the future basis for its state structure’. However,
some parts of the article reflected radical political viewpoints of Baudouin de Courtenay: «No
one regrets the death of the state in which lawlessness and inexorable cruelty triumphantly march
across the country. And if we are still trying to prevent this death, we are doing it only for fear that
the demise of the state monster might perforce bring about a lot of victims»*.

According to the professor’s service records, Baudouin de Courtenay «by the Special
Tribunal of Petrograd’s Court of Justice involving the representatives of the social estates in
28, February — 29, May, 1914 was sentenced to two years for circulating the material inciting a
riot and containing false statement about the activity of the government, which stirs up hostility
towards it, the sentence being mercifully shortened by the Emperor to 3 months in 19, September,
1914» and that he was «resigned in 20, October, 1914». After the February revolution «by the
order Ne 33 of the Ministry of National Education from 27, April, 1917 he was reinstated as an
independent University professor®.

Another Polish scholar of great world renown was Faddey Franzevich (Tadeusz Stefan)
Zielinski (1859—1944). In 1884 Ziclinski was given permission to teach Greek philology as a
privatdozent at the Faculty of History and Philology; in autumn, 1887 he became Professor

3 Booysn de Kypmens M. HanlmoHabHBIM ¥ TEPPUTOPHATBbHBIN Mpu3Hak B aproHomuu. CI16., 1913.

4 Tam xe. C. 83-84.

> QopMyISIpHBIHA CIHCOK O ciryxOe... IBana Anexcannposuda bonysna ne Kyprene / IITMA CII6.
®. 14. Om. 3. 1. 16328. JI. 50-68 00.
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extraordinarius at the department of Classical Philology, in 1890 was promoted to Professor ordi-
narius at the same department. He retained this position until 1922 when he finally left Russia. In
1906—1908 Zielinski held the post of the Chair of the department of History and Philology®. There
is a large number of works about this prominent classical philologist and researcher’. As far as
the context of this article is concerned, it should be noted that he did not conceal his Polish ori-
gin, but took pride in it as well as in the recognition of his scholarly achievements in his historic
homeland. During the WWI he made a stand for his compatriots.

In 1914-1916 he became the Chairman of the Council of the Polish scholars in St. Petersburg,
and in 1916 he was a member of the delegation together with the other Russian Poles to convey
the gratitude to the Ambassador of the USA in connection with President T. Wilson’s support of
the independence of Poland. He also actively participated in the activity of the Polish Society of
Friends of History and Literature®.

It should be noted that it is not always easy to differentiate between Russian and Polish
political opposition as the lecturers of Polish origin were often engaged in the Russian libera-
tion movement. For example, «the struggle for the autonomy» of St. Petersburg University was
inconceivable without the activity and articles of the member of the party of People’s freedom
F. F. Zielifski®. It is worth remembering that one of the key demands of the liberal opposition
was the «autonomy» of higher education instructions'®. A more demonstrative example of the
«autonomy» activists!! was Lev Petrazycki (1867-1931). Having graduated from Saint Vladimir
University in Kiev, he made a brilliant career in St. Petersburg University. In 1897-1900 he
was a privatdozent in the department of Encyclopedia and Philosophy of Law, in 1900-1902 —
Professor extraordinarius, in 1902—1905 — Professor ordinarius, in 1906—-1915 — ordinarius and
finally in 19051906 — the Chair of the Law Department'?. Petrazycki (the member of the State
Duma and Constitutional Democratic Party) became an independent Professor after signing «The
Vyborg Appeal», for which he, among other signers, was given a 3-month sentence. Petrazycki
continued to pursue a political career after February 1917, when by the order of the Provisional
Government given to the Governing Senate he was appointed «Secretary of the First Department
of the Governing Senate from 1, May, 1917 (by the law of 26, December, 1916) with retention of
the position of Professor ordinarius in St. Petersburg University»'3.

¢ ®OpMyISpHBIA CrHCOK O ciykoe... @. ®. 3emunckoro // IIT'MA CII6. @. 14. Om. 3. JI. 16329.
J1. 276287 00.

7 See reference material: I[Tomexuna M. Il1. 3enunckuit (Zielinski) ®annmeit (Tadeusz Stefan)
Opannesnu // CereBoit Ouorpaduueckuit crnoBaps mpodeccopoB W mpernonasareneii CaHKT-
ITerepOyprckoro ynusepcurera (1819—1917) / Iox pea. P. 1. Tanenuna u ap. CII6., 2012-2014
(URL: http://bioslovhist.history.spbu.ru/component/fabrik/details/1/324.html (nara oOpamenus —
10.10.2014)).

8 Hosuxos M. B., I[lepghunosa T. b. TIpodeccronanproe cranopiaeHne O. ®. 3eTMHCKOT0 U ero cyapda /
Spocnasckuii neparornyeckuid BectHuk. 2001. Ne 3. T. 1 (I'ymanurapusie Hayku). C. 14; Bazylow L.
Polacy w Petersburgu. Warsaw; Wroctaw; Kracow, 1984. S. 422.

° For example: 3eaunckuii @. @. Yausepcurerckuit Bompoc B 1906 . // JKMHII. 1906. Ne 8 (ABrycT).
Hogas cepus. Y. IV. Otx. 4. C. 111-159.

19 For example: Heanos A. E. B ipeiBepuu KaJeTCKOM MAapTHH: BCEPOCCHICKUIT COT03 JIesTeNei HayKu
W BBICHICH IIKOJIBI // BiacTh 1 Hayka, yueHble 1 BiacTh: 1880-¢ — Hayano 1920-x rogoB: Marepualibl
MesxayHapoaHoro HayuHoro koiutokBuyma. CI16.,2003. C.202-212.

1 See: Iempaoicuyxuit JI. M. Yausepcutet u Hayka. T. 1. CII6., 1907.

12 ®opmymspHBIil ciucok o ciyxkoe... JI. W. Terpaxkunkoro / IITUA CII6. ®. 14. Om. 3. 1. 16331.
JI. 3845 06.

13 Tam xe. JI. 45 00.
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THE STRATEGY OF LOYALTY: SERVING THE RUSSIAN STATE

Undoubtedly, most professors of Polish origin stuck to the strategy of loyalty. Before
the reforms this strategy became a necessary prerequisite to a post at University (for instance,
for such outstanding professors of the first half of the 19" century as Jakim Grigorievich
Zembnizky or Vikently Karlovich Vishnevsky). However, even after the reforms, according to
our preliminary suppositions, most Polish lecturers kept following the same strategy which,
by the way, enabled them to influence the policy of the authorities in the Polish issue.
Obviously, the most indicative of this was the Faculty of Law whose lecturers were involved into
state and public activity. For example, leronim Osipovich Krzhizhanovsky (1819—-1875) worked
at the Faculty during the crucial period. In 1850 he was elected Professor ordinarius in the depart-
ment of the Polish civil Law and jurisdiction and held this position until 1859, afterwards he
became a member of the Council of the Ministry of National Education and an inspector in
Warsaw educational district, ending his career as a Senator of the Russian Empire'*. Another dis-
tinguished lawyer of the turn of the 19"-20" centuries was Lyobomir Kleophasovich (Petrovich)
Dyumsha (1860—-1915), a privatdozent at the Faculty of Law, where he taught the foundations of
Public Law of Europe and the USA and Public law of Russia. It was in this capacity that he had
a fundamental impact on forming the generations of the Russian lawyers of the beginning of
the 20™ century. While teaching at University, Dyumsha also served in the Ministry of National
Education and later in the Stationery Office. In 1902—-1905 he was a member of St. Petersburg
State Duma, from 1908 — a member of the board of the National Industry Support Society of
the Kingdom of Poland, from 1908 — a member of the Preparation Committee for the neoslavic
congress; he also was a member of the III and IV State Duma (within the Polish Kolo). In addi-
tion, Dyumsha founded the Polish Society of lawyers and economists, and published articles in
such newspapers as «The Polish Voice» and «The Polish affair». During the WWI he served on the
Special Committee for the evacuation from the Kingdom of Poland in the Foreign Affairs Ministry'.

Viadislav Ludvigovich Kotvich (1872—1944) also combined academic career at the Faculty
of Oriental Studies with civil service. From 1900 he was a privatdozent in the department of
Mongolian and Kalmyck Philology and the department of Manch Philology, and in 1917 was
given a position of Assistant Professor. Since graduating from University in 1895 until 1917
besides teaching at University Kotvich served in the Stationery of the Ministry of Finance'®.

THE STRATEGY OF INTEGRATION

Finally, the third possible career strategy and a life choice was integration (eventually —
assimilation) and a conscious self-identification as a Russian. The tradition in St. Petersburg
University was started, most probably, by a famous Orientalist Osip Ivanovich Senkovsky (1800—
1858), who consciously adopted the tactics of Russification. Curiously, the society was even
more critical of Senkovsky as well as of another Pole, loyal to the government, Faddey Bulgarin,
than of the Russian conservatives. We can refer to the epigram by A. Pushkin about visiting a
popular Smirdin’s bookstore: «Whenever at Smirdin’s — you purchase nothing, but step into
Senkovsky or Bulgariny.

4 Kpsxmxarosckuii Mepornm OcurmioBnd // Pycckwuit Grorpadmaecknii ciioBaps: B 25 T./ A. A. TTonoBios.
CII6., 1903. T. 9. C. 433.

S Huxonaes A. B., Ilocmnukos H. /. Joimwa Jhobomup Kneogpacosuu // TocyaapcTBeHHas Tyma
Poccuiickoit umnepuu: 1906-1917: Dumuknonenus. M., 2008 (URL: http://www.tez-rus.net/
ViewGo0d30544.html (nara nocemerns — 09.10.2014)).

16 Viisimoicues /1. B. Bunnblii poccuiickuii U mosibckuii Monrosiosea Bruagucnas Jlrogsurosiny Korsuy
(1872—1944) // Bectuuk Bypsitckoro yausepcutera. Cep. 4: ctopus. Beim. 1. C. 174-182.
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However, what used to be a conscious life choice in the first half of the 19" century, became
a natural, albeit contradictory, process for the new generations of the Polish living in Russia
due to certain reasons. As a rule, identification as a Russian engendered adopting Orthodoxy,
although it was not imperative. For example, Orthodoxy didn’t prevent Viadimir Danilovich
Spasovich (1829-1906) from remaining an active Polish public figure in a post-reform period,
and Catholicism'” didn’t get in the way of Alexander Stanislavovich Dogel (1852-1922), who
was one of the most zealous Russofiles in St. Petersburg University at the beginning of the 20™
century. WWI challenged the patriotism of the Russian academic society. Interestingly, lectures
of Polish origin took part in «the War of professors» which broke out in 1914-1915'® — including
members of the Constitutional Democratic Party, such as F. F. Zelinski’®. As far as St. Petersburg
(Petrograd) University was concerned, they often were more active than native Russians. A. S. Dogel,
Professor at the Faculty of Physics and Mathematics, put forward an unexpected idea at the
meeting in 1, September, 1914. He suggested that professors not publish their works in German,
not subscribe to German journals, and not purchase equipment and specimen for University
laboratories in Germany and Austria-Hungary. He claimed: «As far as I can gather, it is the
most propitious time when we can and have to dispose of the patronizing Germans’ care last-
ing for centuries and have everything which we used to take from our obliging neighbors done
at home»?’. V. M. Shimkevish, the Chair of the Faculty of Physics and Mathematics caustically
commented on the suggestion by the Faculty’s Professor: «To begin with, before setting an aim, it
is worth considering whether it is feasible». He pointed out that although it might be better not to
purchase equipment and specimen in Germany and Austria-Hungary, it was not technologically
viable — for example, radium salts for treating patients were available only in Austria-Hungary.
Shimkevish agreed that it was possible not to publish works in German journals emphasizing
that such «emancipation» should not take a form of the pledge, but should lay the foundations
of the national editions. Eventually the Council, siding with V. M. Shimkevish, refused even to
discuss the suggestion raised by A. S. Dogel?!. The Chairman’s and Council’s reaction to another
A. S. Dogel’s idea about depriving German Professors, Honorary members of University, of
their titles — was similarly negative: «War is temporary, but research work — something per-
manent and unfailing. That is why it is hardly productive to mix these aspects while discussing
such matters»?2. However, further events proved that A. S. Dogel anticipated the government
demands®. Alexander Dogel was one of the most demonstrative examples of «Russification»
among the Polish intellectuals. Interestingly, his son, Valentin Alexandrovich Dogel, a renowned
Russian and Soviet zoologist, in contrast to his father was Orthodox?*.

17 ®opmyssIpHBIi criHcoK 0 ciyxoe... A. C. Horems // LITUA CII6. @. 14. Om. 3. 1. 16 329. JI. 178 06.
18 See for example: Maurer T. Der Krieg der Professoren. Russische Antworten auf den deutschen
Aufruf «An die Kulturwelty // Jahrbuch fiie Wirtschaftsgeschichte. 2004. Ne 1. S. 221-247.

19 See for example: 3enuncruii @. @. «Boiina ¢ uckycctBom» // Bompocsr MupoBoii Boitusl. 1., 1915.
C. 193-199.

2 TIporokon 3acemanusi Cosera Mmmeparopckoro Ilerporpaackoro yausepcurera. | CeHTSOps
1914 ropa // Mpotokonsr 3acenanuii Coera Mmneparopckoro Ilerporpaackoro ynuepcurera. I1r.,
1916. C. 78.

2 Tam xe. C. 79-80.

2 Tam xe. C. 80.

3 See: Pocmosyes E. A. Kazyc npodeccopa ¢on Jlucra (3nm301 U3 YHUBEPCHTETCKONH HCTOPUH
neprona I[lepBoit MHpOBOW BOWHBI) // YPOKM HCTOpPUU — YpOKU ucTopuka: COOpPHHK CTaredl K
80-neturo 10. JI. Mapromuca (1930-1996) / Cocrt. T. H. XKyxkosckasi; otB. pea. A. FO. JIBOpHUYCHKO.
CII6., 2012. C. 308-315.

24 dopmyIspHbIif criicok. .. B. A. Jlorens // LITUA CII6. @. 14. Om. 3. /1. 16329. J1. 191 06.
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The revolutionary events of 1917 raised the issue of ethnic identity even more acutely than
WWI. However, it was rather about physical and mental survival of the whole strata of intellectuals
in a new social and political environment than about individual national consciousness. Obviously,
not everyone could cope. By 1922 no fewer than 120 lecturers out of 328 had left: some of them
perished during the period of trouble, others fled from starvation in Petrograd moving to safer places
and universities in Saratov, Perm, and Tomsk. All in all, according to the estimations made by
A. V. Shilov, more than 50 people ended up abroad (including those who first moved to other higher
education institutions in Russia)®. Among them were F. A. Braun, G. V. Vernadsky, D. D. Grimm,
P. P. Gronsky, A. A. Pilenko, M. I. Rostovtsev, N. V. Yastrebov etc. There were also a lot of Polish
lecturers who left the country, both those who used to be in opposition to the government and those
who were loyal. Within this context, it’s hard to say whether the main cause for the Polish lectur-
ers’ emigration was their identity or the desire to escape from Bolsheviks. At the same time there
were those who had to leave Petrograd against their will — 7 University Professors were exiled
from the country, including a famous philosopher Nicolay Onufrievich Lossky, who had Polish
origin®. But for the intervention of the secretary of the Academy of Science S. F. Oldenburg,
another renowned scholar of Polish origin, Orientalist Ignaty Julianovich Krachkovcky?’, the
secretary of the Faculty of Oriental studies, might have been exiled too?.

It is possible that a choice of staying in a new political environment meant, among other
things, a choice of assimilation; at least it was what it led to. Therefore, members of the
Constitutional Democratic Party and national Polish movement activists loyal to the former
regime had no other choice but to emigrate. It is known that such eminent scholars as Baudouin
de Courtenay, Zielinski and Petrazycki, however different their lives were, after the revolu-
tion moved to Poland and contributed to the Polish academic glory. Other former graduates of
St. Petersburg (Petrograd) University should also be mentioned among the contributors. For
example, above-mentioned Kotvich moved to Lvov in 1923, where he worked as a Chair of
the specially created for him department of Philology of the Far East (until eastern Poland was
annexed by the USSR). He also presided in the Polish society of Oriental studies and edited a
popular journal «Rocznik Orientalistyczny». A former privatdozent of the Department of Slavic
Philology Stanislav Lvovich Ptashitsky (1853—1933) in 1919-1926 worked in Lublin University
and also as a head of the local archive. In 1926 he moved to Warsaw where he headed the State
Archives and founded the journal of Polish activists «Arheyon». Another former privatdozent,
of the Department of Classical Philology, Stephan Samyuilovich Srebrny (1890-1962) worked
as Professor in Catholic University of Lublin in 1918-1923, in 1923-1939 — as Professor in
Vilnius University, from 1945 to 1960 he was the Chair of the department of Classical University
education in the University of Torun. A former privatdozent of the department of World History
Konstantin Vladimirovich Hilinsky (1881-1939) in 1919 became Professor in Lvov University,
afterwards for some years he held the position of the Deputy Minister for Education in Poland.

It should be noted that not all Polish emigrants made a «Polish» choice. For example, Lossky
taught in the Russian University in Prague and later became Professor in Bratislava University,
in 1945 he moved to Paris, where he worked in St. Sergius Theological Institute, and in 1946 he
settled in the USA and taught in the Russian Theological Academy in New York. One of the
representatives of the Polish family of the Dogels (a distant relative of the above-mentioned A.

3 [Hunoe A. B. U3 ucropun [leTporpagckoro yHUBEPCUTETA: CyIbObl YUCHBIX B MOCICOKTIOPhCKHUIT
niepuoj // IlerepOyprekue urenus. 1997. CII6., 1997. C. 256.

26 Tam xe.

2" [Ilunoe A. B. 3 uctopuu Ilerporpajckoro yuusepcutera... C. 257.

28 dopmysstpHbIii criiucok... W. FO. Kpaukosckoro // IITUA CII6. Om. 3. J1. 16334. JI. 133-142.
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Dogel), a former privatdozent of the Department of International Law, Michail Ivanovich Dogel
(1865—1936) ended up as Professor of Law in Prague University.

*kk

All things considered, according to our study, it is possible to identify two groups of schol-
ars of Polish origin, although the line between them is thin. Those who fall into the first group
placed an emphasis or, at least, were aware of their Polish identity. The scholars in the second
group remembered about their Polish origin, but perceived themselves rather as Russian scholars.
As a rule, they came from the families where several generations had lived in the Russian envi-
ronment. The completion of the biographical database of the University corporation enables to
compare the careers of the «Russian» and the «Polish» professors. It is necessary during the next
stage of the work on the biographical database® to add information to the records (in particular,
to include such aspects as religion, family, property, which will be more instrumental as far as the
determination of the national identity is concerned, and will also serve to extend the research).
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